 Ham Radio Repeater Etiquette 
Following these simple guidelines go a long way toward making you sound like a seasoned pro.
· When you talk on the radio, talk like you were talking to someone across the table, not across town or across the country. Use English and avoid jargon as much as possible. 

· Q-codes are really a Morse code short hand. They have their place when voice communications are marginal. Say “My wife” rather than the “XYL”. Avoid falling into the habit of using cute-isms like “Roger Roger”, “QSL on that”, “Roger that” or “Copy that”. Instead use words like “OK”, “Yes” and  “No”

· Speak like you were talking to someone face to face.  Never use CB Jargon like “handle” or “personal”  or 10 Codes like 10-4 or 10-20, instead say  “the name here is…..”, “my name is….”, and  “I am located…”, as a few examples

· Key the mike, AND THEN start to talk. Don’t start speaking as you key the mike. Repeaters have a short delay before transmitting, due to the CTCSS (PL) decode time. If you start speaking too soon, your first few words may not be heard. Also, make sure you have finished talking before you un-key the mike. 

· Give your call sign clearly, and slowly. You worked hard to get your call, so say it clearly, and proudly.  Don’t rush.   Saying your call too fast makes it hard to make out.

· Avoid phonetics unless you are asked to do so. When using phonetics, use standard phonetics. “Alpha, Bravo, Charlie”… etc. Trying to decipher “King Charlie Zero Jamboree Xylophone Freeloader”, for KC0JXF is difficult. 

· If you are listening and would like to have a conversation, just give your call sign. You can add “monitoring”, or “listening”, or “Mobile” 

· Using the term “CQ” on a repeater is generally discouraged. When you wish to communicate on a frequency, listen for a while before talking, there may be a conversation in progress. If you want to join into a conversations, just give your call between transmissions rather than using the term “Break Break”. You will be acknowledged and allowed into the conversation.

· If you know that a certain person is scanning several repeaters, call him using his call several times, then your call several times. If your call to someone is too short, the scanner may not pick it up. Otherwise simply give the person's call followed by your call one time. People are not always at the radio when called, so give them time to get to the radio. It is not necessary to say negative contact if the person you called doesn't answer. It will be obvious to those who are listening.

· If you have an emergency, give your call and say “emergency” rather than using “Break Break”.  Saying “emergency” will make it clear why you are interrupting and it will also get more attention from those just listening. 

· Make sure you ID according to the rules, but avoid over ID’ing. If you are using a repeater system, the repeater has a timer so that it can ID every 10 minutes. When you hear the repeater ID, it’s a good time to send yours. There is no need to send your call sign and say “For ID”. Your call sign IS your ID. 

· The term “73” is pronounced “Seven Three”. It is a Morse code term that has found its way into voice communications. The term means “Best Regards” so saying “Seventy Three’s” is a bit like saying  “Best Regardss”. The term “88” is pronounced “Eighty-Eight” and means “Hugs and Kisses”, so be careful who you send “88” to. 

· It is generally frowned upon to “Ker-chunk” a repeater. That means keying up your radio for just a moment so that the repeater transmits, usually you hear the “courtesy beep” afterwards. This is also annoying to the repeater owners and control operators. If you want to make sure you are transmitting okay, make sure you give your call sign. 

· Timing out the repeater. If 2 or more stations constantly reply back to the other without pausing it may possibly exclude a breaking station from joining in, and it is possible that they may have an emergency.  This is called quick keying. Most repeaters have a specific time that it will allow you to transmit at one time. If you are longer than that time, the repeater stops transmitting, waits for you to stop transmitting, recycles, then starts back up. This is to help prevent someone from tying up the repeater through accidentally sitting on the microphone PTT and continuously transmitting. The pause you leave after hearing the courtesy tone will enable the repeater to reset it's timer so it does not time out and stop transmitting.
· During times of peak repeater use (such as commute time), keep conversations to 10 Minutes or less to allow others to use the repeater.
· If possible, go direct.  Monitor the input frequency of the repeater.  If you can clearly hear the other person, switch to a simplex frequency to complete your contact and free up the repeater.

· Everyone was a beginner at one time.  If you hear an unfamiliar call on the repeater, don’t be afraid to answer and say hi.  It could be a new Ham looking for that first contact, or someone just passing through the area.  Make them feel welcome.  Making new friends is one of the greatest pleasures in amateur radio.

· Repeaters are a lot of fun and facilitate communications over long distances.  If you frequent a repeater regularly, support the repeater owner.  Repeaters require maintenance and electricity costs money.  Show your support and encourage other users to do the same.
Have fun. 

Here is a list of web based resources that may be of help to the new VHF/UHF operator:

San Luis Obispo frequency list
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/it/SLOECC/Frequencies.htm
Northern California 2 meter band plan chart
http://ncpa.n0ary.org/overall_2_M_band_plan.pdf
Northern California VHF/UHF frequency coordinator
http://www.narcc.org/
http://www.hamuniverse.com/repeater.html

The Amateur's Code
The Radio Amateur is: 

CONSIDERATE...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station and operation above reproach. 

FRIENDLY...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit. 

BALANCED...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or community. 

PATRIOTIC...station and skill always ready for service to country and community. 

--The original Amateur's Code was written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928.
